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book, despite its air of finality, will save as large a proportion 
of its statements from the fire of twenty years of criticism as 
Tacitus has from the scrutiny of nearly twenty centuries. Why 
not apply criticism all the way? 

The bibliography will prove useful to American scholars for 
its references to books and articles printed in the author's own 
language; few other works, however, are mentioned unless they 
have been translated into German. I do not mean to be naive 
when I express regret that competent authors like Dr. Kosenberg 
seem compelled to assume that their readers cannot comprehend 
French, Italian, and English. Scholarship will not make much 
progress unless it becomes international. 

Tenney. Frank. 

The Johns Hopkins Untiteesitt. 



Essai sur l'originalite et la probite de Tertullien dans son traite 
contre Marcion. By Ernest Bosshardt. These presentee 
a la faculte des lettres de l'Universite de Fribourg, Suisse. 
Lausanne, Suisse, Terreaux 10, par les soins de Vauteur, 
1921. Pp. 171, 8°. 

The Adversus Marcionem libri V is classed among the 
Dogmatico-Polemical works of Tertullian, and is one of several 
works against individual heretics, written of course while the 
author was still a Catholic. In the first two books, Tertullian 
refutes Marcion's doctrine of a good God and a Creator-God, 
at once just and wicked; in the third book he aims to prove 
that the historical Christ is the Messias of the Old Testament; 
and in the last two is presented a critique of the New Testament 
according to Marcion. 

From the title of the dissertation at hand we expect to find 
an investigation of the sources and the integrity of Tertullian 
in the Adversus Marcionem. After a lengthy discussion of 
Marcionism and Tertullian's attitude toward it (59 pages), we 
meet not a detailed presentation and discussion of the source 
material, but a very general treatment of Tertullian's debt to 
his predecessors. The conclusion arrived at is almost obvious 
to anyone at all familiar with the Latin apologists, i. e. that 
Tertullian owed much to the earlier writers of apology. The 
originality we are told is great, but less in the thought than in 
the expression which he gives to that thought. 

Herein we are brought into contact with the Second Sophistic 
and its influence on Tertullian's style, and its apparent effect 
on his probity. One characteristic is sufficient to distinguish 
Tertullian from a Sophist, namely the sincerity of his convic- 
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tions. In short the specious reasoning and ingenious interpre- 
tations of Tertullian are less the result of premeditation than 
the outbursts of a violent temperament, and a character prone 
to exaggeration and excess of feeling and expression, — a char- 
acter directed by a brilliant intelligence, but exhibiting the 
effect of a training received at the rhetorical schools. 

The present work undoubtedly throws much new light on the 
Contra Marcionem, but it is of more value as suggesting sub- 
jects which might be more minutely and completely examined 
not only in this particular apology, but in the entire Tertullianic 
corpus. We refer especially to the influence of the Second 
Sophistic. 

In connection with the last two books of the Adversus Mar- 
cionem, we miss any use of Th. Zahn's Geschichte des neu- 
testamentl. Kanons. 

Roy J. Defebbabi. 

The Catholic University op America. 



Frederik Poulsen: Etruscan Tomb Paintings, their Subjects 
and Significance. (Translated by I. Andersen.) Oxford, 
Clarendon Press, 1922. 63 pp. 

Poulsen's book is of particular interest to classical scholars 
because of its vivid picture of Etruscan life and because of the 
emphasis placed on Rome's adoption of Etruscan elements. He 
brings out clearly the penetration of Etruscan society and cus- 
toms into the early life of Rome. Latin proper names reveal 
the fact that the Etruscans intermarried extensively with the 
Romans; many of the oldest patrician families were descended 
from the Etruscan ruling class. The Roman patricians, influ- 
enced by Etruscan standards of luxury, vied with these people 
in pomp and extravagance. " On the whole, it might perhaps 
be as well to abandon all theories of the austere morals of early 
Rome." The example of Etruria probably influenced Rome in 
allotting greater freedom to her women. Potjlsen's view that 
the women at Etruscan banquets who recline on couches with 
men represent respectable married women and not hetaerae, is 
probably, in general, true. Rome took from Etruria her pompae, 
dancers and omnipresent flute players; her gladiatorial combats 
— originally from Campania — and the word lanista. The system 
of client and patron was Etruscan. 

The earlier tomb paintings, which Teveal delight in material 
pleasures such as games, banquets, dances and hunts, coincide 
with the period of Etruscan imperialism ; the scenes of the tor- 



